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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurIn his stunning memoir, Outrageous Fortune, Anthony Russell takes usinside his
childhood growing up at Leeds Castle, with luxury and opulence few can imagine, and how he found his
way in achanging society."l was lucky with lineage. Money, and lots of it, appeared to grow on trees,
especially those which adorned the Leeds Castle parkland. Ancestors with glowing titles and extraordinary
accomplisnments filled the history books, but there would be consequences for being handed everything of a
material nature on a plate, with no clear indication of what one might be expected to do with such good
fortune."Leeds Castle has long been hailed as the loveliest castle in the world. Originally built in the twelfth
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century as a Norman stronghold, the castle once housed Kings and Queens, but fell into disrepair for nearly a
century, until Anthony Russell's grandmother, Lady Baillie, purchased it in 1926 and restored the fortress to
itsformer glory. It wasin the castl€'s fairytale setting, surrounded by a moat and acres of sprawling grounds,
that Anthony spent his childhood in the 1950s.1t was a life of spectacular beauty and privilege, but for a shy
boy often lonely and fraught with the fear of breaking some unwritten rule of the Castle Way. As Anthony
revealsin his extraordinarily vivid and frank memoir, such a childhood was perhaps not the best preparation
for modern life beyond the castle's walls. By the end of the 1960s, the polite reserve of the Castle Way was
starting to give way to unconventional music, manners, and social freedom-simultaneously alluring and
alarming to ayoung man who had grown up in splendid isolation in aworld that would soon be gone.Revue
de presselt takes time for a book to be accepted as a classic, but | am sure Anthony Russell's will be. The
book might have been entitled, with anod to Russell's grandmother s friend Nol Coward, 'Poor Little Rich
Boy' for who else has had the experience of being brought up in unimaginable luxury while not receiving
lavish attention? And who, if he had that experience, would be capable of writing about it alittle masterpiece
like Outrageous Fortune? | see this as the debut of avery significant writer. --Bevis Hillier[A] memoir which
engages and delights in equal measure. --Victoria WallaceA few years ago, while filming the DVD for my
Castlesin the Air concert at Leeds Castle, | decided to stay at the castle overnight and invited my family and
friends to join me for dinner in the huge dining room there. | wanted us to get a glimpse of away of life
from abygone era. How | wish | had read Outrageous Fortune before that night! This book isfull of
humorous and interesting personalities and anecdotes that made the castle and its past come alive! Ducks
being launched down aramp and into the lake. Parrots being flown into England in first class. Even avirgin
birth! Anthony not only brings the castle's past to life, but aso shows the humanity of aristocracy. --Sir Cliff
RichardThe book provides afascinating insight into the upper-class social scene of the era, and provides an
opportunity to hear from someone at the heart of the castle's remarkable history. --Kent on SundayA well-
observed memoir... Most memorable is his depiction of the court members at Christmas. --The New Y ork
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boy often lonely and fraught with the fear of breaking some unwritten rule of the Castle Way. As Anthony
revealsin his extraordinarily vivid and frank memoir, such a childhood was perhaps not the best preparation
for modern life beyond the castle's walls. By the end of the 1960s, the polite reserve of the Castle Way was
starting to give way to unconventional music, manners, and social freedom-simultaneously alluring and
alarming to ayoung man who had grown up in splendid isolation in aworld that would soon be gone.



