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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteurA Navy Maverick with True Grit!Bill McDonald President of Military Writers Society 
of AmericaSeldom do I ever read a military aviation book where I come away thinking that I would have 

really loved to have flown with the author of that memoir. Author Al Billings is a veterans veteran! He is a 
man among men. It was men like Al that made flying in Huey's the heroic aviation adventure it was. His 

book Seawolf 28 explodes with energy and action and much more. His personality certainly comes shinning 
through and shows him for whom he was.Billings was awarded over 40 medals and citations including the 

Silver Star and Distinguished Flying Cross. He was a member of the Navys most decorated helicopter attack 
squadron in the Vietnam War. When you finish reading his book you will be left with many emotions about 
war, the men, leadership in the military and what it means to stand up and be counted when someone has to 
be accountable and honest. Al Billings is a true leader in the real sense. I think most veterans will agree that 

he would be the guy that you would like to have had in the pilots seat on your flight!This is a must read book 
and receives the MWSAs HIGHEST RATING FIVE STARS!Prsentation de l'diteurA Navy Maverick with 
True Grit!Bill McDonald President of Military Writers Society of AmericaSeldom do I ever read a military 
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aviation book where I come away thinking that I would have really loved to have flown with the author of 
that memoir. Author Al Billings is a veterans veteran! He is a man among men. It was men like Al that made 
flying in Huey's the heroic aviation adventure it was. His book Seawolf 28 explodes with energy and action 
and much more. His personality certainly comes shinning through and shows him for whom he was.Billings 
was awarded over 40 medals and citations including the Silver Star and Distinguished Flying Cross. He was 

a member of the Navys most decorated helicopter attack squadron in the Vietnam War. When you finish 
reading his book you will be left with many emotions about war, the men, leadership in the military and 

what it means to stand up and be counted when someone has to be accountable and honest. Al Billings is a 
true leader in the real sense. I think most veterans will agree that he would be the guy that you would like to 

have had in the pilots seat on your flight!This is a must read book and receives the MWSAs HIGHEST 
RATING FIVE STARS!Biographie de l'auteurBiography; A. J. Billings The author holds a master's degree 
in computer systems from the Naval Postgraduate School and an undergraduate degree in engineering. He 
completed a successful 22 year career in naval aviation and has qualified in more than 20 different aircraft. 
He rose from the enlisted ranks to become the Commanding Officer of the Navy's oldest combat search and 
rescue squadron (HC-1). He served as Air Boss aboard the USS Belleau Wood (LHA-3) and was a member 

of the Navy's most decorated squadron of the Vietnam era. He flew over 600 missions and was awarded 
more the 40 medals and citations for his service to his country, including the Silver Star, Distinguished 

Flying Cross and 24 Air Medals. As a civilian Program Manager he invented, designed, and built ground 
support hardware and software (AV-8B Mission Planning and Ground Maintenance Stations, and F/A-18 

Moving Map display) for combat aircraft which were used in Desert Storm. The Aviation Ground 
Maintenance Station was later adopted by the AH- 1 Cobra and the Naval Aviation Command Management 
Information System (NALCOMIS). He personally designed and built the ruggedized support hardware and 
software systems including the portable battery pack that was used in desert storm. He was the lead design 
engineer for the NAVAIR MH-53E Aerial Minesweeping ground station utilizing the first GPS integrated 

map display. He also co-authored, The Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE), E-32 Committee's 
publication on "Utilization of EMS Data for Condition Monitoring and Diagnostics. As Director of 

Information Technology for the Department of Public Safety in South Carolina he authored and 
implemented the largest successful systems integration project (Project Phoenix) ever completed in the state, 
completely modernizing the States Division of Motor Vehicles. He is currently working on his second novel 

and resides with his wife Patricia Calvo Billings in Chapin, South Carolina. 


