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A PRIDE &

Prsentation de I'diteurAll isfair in love and war or isit? What if Mr. Darcys rival for Elizabeth Bennets hand
and heart is not some inconsequential stranger, but his dearest, closest friend? How is he to reconcile the
claims of loyalty and kinship with the urge to pursue his hearts desire?'Eyes tightly shut against the
horrifying future, Darcy dug hisfingersin his hair. Lost to him forever. Not merely lost, but promised to his
cousin firmly in hislife, but never hisl How in Gods nhame was he to bear it and not become unhinged? How
was he to have her at his table as Richards affianced, and not betray himself? How was he to see her, time
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and again, and give no sign that he wanted her more than he had ever wanted any woman? How was he to
keep up the pretence, day after excruciating day?' This cannot be! Todays events have tampered with your
judgement.Elizabeth, pray let my judgement be my concern alone. From the very first days of our
acquaintance | sat in judgement instead of courting you, and | paid aterrible price for it. After ayear such as
| had, there is nothing nothing, do you hear? that | would not do to be with you. He kissed her with a passion
bordering on desperation, then burst out, more fiercely than ever:Y ou must leave me room to hope! Or, as
God is my witness, by this time tomorrow | will have carried you off to Gretna Green and damn the
consequences! Prsentation de I'diteurAll isfair in love and war or isit? What if Mr. Darcysrival for
Elizabeth Bennets hand and heart is not some inconsequential stranger, but his dearest, closest friend? How
is he to reconcile the claims of loyalty and kinship with the urge to pursue his hearts desire?'Eyes tightly
shut against the horrifying future, Darcy dug hisfingersin his hair. Lost to him forever. Not merely lost, but
promised to his cousin firmly in hislife, but never hisl How in Gods name was he to bear it and not become
unhinged? How was he to have her at histable as Richards affianced, and not betray himself? How was he to
see her, time and again, and give no sign that he wanted her more than he had ever wanted any woman? How
was he to keep up the pretence, day after excruciating day?'This cannot be! Todays events have tampered
with your judgement.Elizabeth, pray let my judgement be my concern alone. From the very first days of our
acquaintance | sat in judgement instead of courting you, and | paid aterrible price for it. After ayear such as
| had, there is nothing nothing, do you hear? that | would not do to be with you. He kissed her with a passion
bordering on desperation, then burst out, more fiercely than ever:Y ou must leave me room to hope! Or, as
God is my witness, by this time tomorrow | will have carried you off to Gretna Green and damn the
conseguences!



